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The Spitzbergen Controversy. 

The growing practice of the nations to come together 
when they have differences and discuss them is one of 
the significant signs of our time. It is a good custom 
whether the subject in dispute relate to the Balkans, to 
Africa, to the tropics or to the frozen seas ; and it is one 
that is destined to increase with the coming years, for it 
is based on sound sense drawn from the teaching of his- 
tory. The thoughtful statesmen of our day, having before 
them the records of past wars with their infliction of 
needless deaths, their entail of perpetual debts, their 
heritage of rankling injustice, liable sometimes to lead to 
the renewal of war, see the wisdom of dealing with the 
causes of friction before they develop into hostile situa- 
tions. These statesmen believe that it is better to get 
together in season to keep the peace than to meet and 
try to patch it up after a war, as was done at the Congress 
of Paris after the Crimean War in 1856. 

An instance in point is the conference which was called 
by Norway to meet at Christiania on February 25 in 
reference to Spitzbergen.. The nations invited to meet 
were the United States, Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia, Sweden and Norway. Their question is an old 
one in a new and larger form. In past years Norwegian 
fishermen and huntsmen have resorted freely to the coasts 
of Spitzbergen, but recently some rich coal mining com- 
panies in which Norwegian, British and American cap- 
italists are interested, have taken extensive tracts of land 
near Advent Bay and Green Harbor on which the fisher- 
men and huntsmen are forbidden to enter. These an- 
nexations, together with the warnings given to the tres- 
passers, have raised the issue of national control over the 
island. Norway claims dominion over it by virtue of 
the prior rights enjoyed by her fishermen and huntsmen ; 
but if she persists in her case, Sweden will put in a 
counter claim on the ground that Swedish scientific ex- 
peditions have opened Spitzbergen to the world ; while 
England, who within the year has discovered the hitherto 
unknown opportunities for mining, may as fittingly make 
a similar claim. But, as in 1871, when Sweden and Nor- 
way proposed to annex the island, Russia objected, so 
to-day Germany opposes exclusive dominion over it by 
any single power ; she favors such international control 
as will guarantee freedom of industrial enterprise and 
scientific research. Whatever solution is agreed upon, 
it is thought that the supervision of the island, as well as 
the enforcement of any international regulations that may 
be adopted, will be given to Norway. 

It is expected that the objects of this conference will 
be realized. Any arrangement that is based on " mutual 
good understanding among the nations," to use the 
happy phrase of King Edward, and respect for the 



private rights of their citizens, will tend to make for 
peace and prosperity. 



Provisional Program of the National 
Peace Congress at Chicago. 

The National Peace Congress is to open at Chicago, 
in Orchestra Hall, May 2. The outlines of the program 
given below will be followed as closely as possible : 

On Sunday preceding, there will be special services 
in the churches in the forenoon. In the afternoon there 
will be special peace meetings throughout the city ar- 
ranged by the Labor and Socialist Organizations. On 
Sunday evening there will be a great mass meeting in 
Orchestra Hall, with music and brief addresses by Rev. 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Dr. Edward 
Everett Hale and Archbishop Ireland. 

Monday forenoon will be given to registration of dele- 
gates. All delegates and all persons registering as 
members of the Congress will pay a registration fee of 
one dollar. 

The formal opening of the Congress will take place 
in Orchestra Hall Monday afternoon. Hon. J. M. Dick- 
inson, President of the Congress, will give the opening 
address. A welcome to the State will be given by 
Governor Charles S. Deneen, and to the City of Chicago 
by Mayor F. A. Busse. Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secre- 
tary of the American Peace Society, iwill give an address 
on " The Present Position of the Peace Movement," 
and President David Starr Jordan of Leland Stanford 
University on " The Biology of War." 

On Monday evening the general subject will be " The 
Drawing together of the Nations." The speakers will 
be Dean Henry Wade Rogers of the Yale Law School, on 
" International Bureaus and Enterprises ; " Professor Paul 
S. Reinsch of the University of Wisconsin, on " Inde- 
pendence vs. Interdependence of Nations; " Dean W. P. 
Rogers of the Cincinnati Law School, on " The Dawn of 
Universal Peace ; " Governor J. N. Gillett of California, 
on "Japan and Our Pacific Coast;" and Hon. John 
Barrett, Director of the Bureau of American Republics, 
on "The United Americas." 

A special meeting on Monday evening will be ad- 
dressed by John Spargo on "International Socialism 
as a Peace Force," by Samuel Gompers on "Organized 
Labor and Peace," by Miss Jane Addams and Joseph 
B. Burt of Chicago. 

Tuesday forenoon will be the women's meeting. The 
speakers will be Mrs. Philip N . Moore, President of the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs, Miss Jane Addams 
of the Hull House, Chicago, Mrs. Lucia Ames Mead of 
Boston and others. 

A special meeting on Commerce and Industry will 
also be held on Tuesday morning. 
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The general subject for Tuesday afternoon will be 
" Some Legal Aspects of the Peace Movement." Prof. 
William I. Hull of Swarthmore College will speak on 
" The Advance Registered by the Two Hague Confer- 
ences ; " Hon. W. J. Calhoun, on " The Analogy between 
Private and Public Warfare;" Hon. James Brown 
Scott, on "Questions Likely to Be Considered by the 
Third Hague Conference;" and Hon. John W. Foster, 
ex-Secretary of State, it is hoped, on " The Ratification 
of the Conventions of the Second Hague Conference." 

A special session for Universities and Colleges, will 
also be held on Tuesday afternoon, at which there will be 
an Interstate-Intercollegiate Oratorical Contest and an 
address on the Cosmopolitan Clubs Movement by Louis 
P. Lochner of the University of Wisconsin. 

Tuesday evening " The Next Steps in Peacemaking " 
will be considered, with an address by Edwin Ginn of 
Boston, on "A Systematic Campaign of Education for 
Peace ; " on " Armaments as Irritants," by Rev. Jenkin 
Lloyd Jones of Chicago ; and on " The Question of the 
Arrest of Competitive Arming in the Light of Fidelity to 
the Hague Movement," by Edwin D. Mead. It is hoped 
that Hon. William J. Bryan will also speak at this session. 

On Tuesday evening also the special session for Uni- 
versities and Colleges will be continued, with a Stereop- 
ticon Lecture on " The Federation of the World," by 
Hamilton Holt of The Independent. It is hoped that 
President Charles W. Eliot of Harvard University will 
also speak at this meeting. 

The session on Wednesday morning will be a Business 
Session and Conference of Peace Workers. The Com- 
mittee on Resolutions will report at this session. There 
will be ten-minute addresses by H. C. Phillips of Lake 
Mohonk; Henry C. Niles of York, Pa.; Wm. H. Short, 
Executive Secretary of the Peace Society of the City of 
New York; Robert C. Root of Los Angeles, Pacific 
Coast Representative of the American Peace Society; 
George Fulk, Secretary of the Intercollegiate Peace Asso- 
ciation ; and James L. Tryon, Assistant Secretary of the 
American Peace Society. 

The session Wednesday afternoon will be given to 
brief addresses by distinguished foreigners. Among the 
speakers will be Count von Bernstorff, the German Am- 
bassador; Wu Ting Fang, the Chinese Ambassador; 
Herman de Lagercrantz, the Swedish Minister; Baron 
Takahira, the Japanese Ambassador ; Sir Wilfred Lau- 
rier, Premier of Canada ; and one or two others. There 
will be also an address by a member of President Taft's 
Cabinet. 

On Wednesday afternoon there will be also a meeting 
with special exercises for children of the public schools. 
Addresses will be made by J. H. Van Sickle, Superintend- 
ent of the Baltimore Schools, Mrs. Fannie Fern* Andrews 



of Boston, Secretary of the American Public School 
Peace League, and Miss Mary J. Pierson of New York. 

The Congress will close with a banquet on Wednesday 
evening at the Auditorium Hotel. The banquet will be 
in charge of the Chicago Association of Commerce. Ex- 
Secretary of State Root, Senator Theodore E. Burton, 
Hon. Richard Bartholdt, M. C, and Hon. James A. 
Tawney, M. C, have been invited to speak at the 
banquet. 

Negotiations for reduced railway fare are under way, 
and it is expected that a rate of one fare and a half for 
the round trip will be secured, on the certificate plan. 

For further information about hotel rates, etc., write 
early to the Secretary, Royal L. Melendy, 174 Adams 

Street, Chicago. 

■ « ♦ ». 

Editorial Notes. 

The Eighteenth International Peace 
Eighteenth Congress, as was decided at London last 

International . 

Peace Congress, summer, will be held at Stockholm, Swe- 
den, beginning on the 29th of August and 
extending to the 5th of September. The Committee on 
Organization consists of Baron Carl Carlson Bonde, Grand 
Chamberlain of the Swedish Court and member of par- 
liament; Edward Wawrinsky, member of parliament; 
Mrs. Emilia Broome, president of the Swedish Women's 
Peace Society; Baron Erik Palmstiern a, member of par- 
liament and lecturer in Sociology ; Johan Bergman, pro- 
fessor in the Lycee ; Waldemar Langlet, secretary of the 
Swedish Touring Club, who is /Secretary of the Organ- 
izing Committee ; and Arvid Grundel, editor. The nu- 
cleus of a General Committee, to promote the interests 
of the Congress, has also been created. To the thirteen 
Swedish members of this committee will be added prom- 
inent representatives of the peace movement in different 
countries. The Swedish parliament has voted a sub- 
vention of 10,000 crowns, and the city government of 
Stockholm 3,000 crowns (about $3,500 in all), toward 
meeting the expenses of the Congress. The Great Hall 
of the Palace of the Nobility, with the contiguous rooms, 
has been placed at the service of the Congress. The 
Palace is most picturesquely situated and will give the 
members of the Congress the opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with interesting parts of the history of Swe- 
den. This will be the first international peace congress 
that has been held in Scandinavia, though both the Inter- 
national Law Association and the Interparliamentary 
Union have held one conference each at Christiania. 
It is of great moment that this Congress shall be made a 
large and influential one. A strong delegation ought to 
go from the United States, including official representa- 
tives from all the important peace societies. We shall 
be glad to have sent us as soon as practicable the names 



